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John Murray —

From: Dore Hunter

Sent: Thursday, September21, 2006 11:01 AM

To: Board of Selectmen; Manager Department

Cc: jim@ettweiftcom

Subject: Fwd: Lowering flag to half staff forveterans funerals

Attachments: Lowering flag to half staff for veterans funerals

Walter & Don,

Might we please have the Legions request for municipal half staff flag recognition of deceased veterans placed on the 9/25
Selectman’s Agenda?

Regards,
Dore Hunter
Selectman & VSO, Town of Acton, MA
Telephone: 978-263-0882
Email: dorehunter@aol.com

9/21/2006



Page1 of 2

John Murray

From: Jim Ettwein [jim @ ettwein.com]

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2006 5:14 PM

To: Dore’ Hunter

Subject: Lowering flag to half staff for veteran’s funerals

Edwards-Quimby American Legion Post No. 284

September19, 2006

Dore,

I’d like to enlist yourhelpwith aproblemthat we’vebeenhavingrecently. I think theresolutionshouldbe simplebut
I’m not sure.

In everyothertown that I’ve checkedwith thetown hasflown theflag athalf staff wheneveraveteranis beingburied
orhasafuneralin thetown. Theproblemis thattheredoesn’tseemto bea smoothprocess,orevena definedmethod
to requestthis servicefor ourveteransastheyarefinally laid to rest. Sometimesthetown seemsalmostindifferent to
this honor.

If thereisn’t a town policy coveringthis, thenwe’d like to requestthat suchapolicy be implemented.We oweall our
veteransa strongdebtof gratitudefor their serviceandthis is afinal “thank you” and sign of reverencethatmeansso
much to theirsurviving families.

I know from talkingto Dick Krug that Concordhassetupa processwherebythefuneraldirectorsimplycallstheduty
fire captaintheday beforesothatthey’ll takecareof theflag thenextmorning. We arelooking for theflag to be
flown at half staff for theperiodfrom dawnto noonon theday that a veteranis interred.

We’re very seriousaboutmakingcertainthatourveteransreceivethis importantfinal recognition. Canyou adviseus
on thenextstepsto take?We’re wonderingif weshouldshowup at aBOS meetinganddiscussit whencitizen’s
concernsarerecognized.Or, is thereabetter,simplerprocessthatwe shouldfollow? Thisseemslike somethingthat
theVSO shouldbeableto takecareoffor us,but we’re not sureoftheprocessto follow.

Onelastnote,wedon’t really wantto makethis sucha formalprocessthat thereareforms,etc.to fill out andprocess.
I trustin our funeraldirectorsandourveteransthatthis will be requestedonly whentruly calledfor.

Pleaselet meknow yourthoughts.

Jim Ettwein

Acton, MA

9/21/2006


